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1:  Comment noted.

2:  Comment noted.  Risks to Upper Basin states are limited due to Article III (3) (b) of the Criteria for Coordinated Long-Range Operation of the Colorado River Reservoirs pursuant to the Colorado River Basin Project Act of September 30, 1968 (Long Range Operating Criteria - LROC).  Pursuant to these documents, equalization criteria for Lakes Mead and Powell are suspended as reservoir elevations decrease and demands increase, delinking effects in the Upper Basin from surplus declarations.  

3:  Development of additional water storage within the Upper Colorado River Basin would not satisfy the need for the proposed action and is therefore not addressed in this EIS.

4:  Comment noted.

5:  See response to Comment 5-2 above.




6:  Comment noted.
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7: As discussed above, the effects of interim surplus criteria on the Upper Basin are limited to changes in Lake Powell water level due to equalization provisions of the Colorado River Basin Projects Act of 1968.  Given the current climate surrounding new water storage projects in the West, high elevation storage would take many years for formulation, approval and development.  Your suggested commitment is beyond the scope of this EIS, which is to evaluate impacts of proposed criteria for declaring surplus conditions on the Colorado River during the next 15 years.













8:  We believe that coordination between the Upper Division and Lower Division states has resulted in an adequate assessment of potential impacts to the Upper Basin.  We further believe that no extension of the comment period for the DEIS was warranted.  In accordance with Department of the Interior Departmental Manual, the comment period was open for 60 days following filing of the DEIS with EPA.  The notice that provided the working draft of the Seven States proposal for consideration along with the DEIS specified that its availability did not change the length of the DEIS comment period.




